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Farmingville, NY - O n March 9 , Supervisor Ed Romaine delivered his  third State of the Town address  in the auditorium
at Brookhaven Town Hall. The theme of the address  was  "Focused on the Future," and he delivered an optimis tic  look
at the great s trides  that have been made this  pas t year, his  new initiatives  and the challenges  that face the Town in
the years  ahead.
View State of the Town Address Transcript

Dec laring that the "s tate of the town is  s trong," the Supervisor opened his  address  by outlining the financ ial progress
made  over  his  firs t  two  years  in  office  and  his  success ful  efforts  to  res tore  fis cal  s tability.  He  renewed  his
commitment to focus  on revenue growth, cos t effic ienc ies  and debt reduc tion and said that for the firs t time in many
years  the  Town ended the  year with a  surplus . He  also  noted that  his  2014  and 2015  budgets  complied with the
Town's  spending, debt and tax caps  and assured taxpayers  that the 2016 budget will also comply with the caps .

The Supervisor said that his  conservative fis cal approach s ince taking office has  once again paid off as  Standard and
Poor's  reaffirmed the Town's  A A + c redit rating and "pos itive"  outlook while  Moody's  re-affirmed its  A a2  rating and
improved the Town's  outlook from "s table"  to "pos itive."  These very s trong c redit ratings , during a time when other
munic ipalities  have been given a negative outlook or been downgraded, will save Brookhaven Town taxpayers  millions
of dollars  now and in the future.

Supervisor Romaine also outlined initiatives that will improve the Town's f inancial outlook, including:
• A  plan to es tablish a Snow Removal Reserve des igned to further s tabilize H ighway property taxes .
• C onvers ion of the Landfill  Fac ility  Reserve to a P os t-C losure  Reserve to help fund future  pos t c losure  regulatory
respons ibilities .
• P aying down in full  the  remaining $6.5  M illion of New York  State  A mortization Debt  assoc iated with the  Town's
mandated pens ion contributions . He  also  noted that  the  Town did not  have  to  borrow this  year to  pay  its  pens ion
contributions .



Highlights of  Supervisor Romaine's State of  the Town Address include:
Green  Energy  InitiativesStating  that  "protec ting  the  environment  and  being  fis cally  prudent  are  not  mutually
exc lus ive," the Supervisor outlined a number of far-reaching environmental initiatives , inc luding:
• A n "Energy E ffic iency and Sus tainability Initiative" as  part of a 5  year C apital P lan to achieve a 50% reduc tion of
Greenhouse  Gas  (GHG) emiss ions  by  2020. The  plan  will  focus  on  Town-owned  Buildings  and  Fac ilities , T raffic
C ontrols , Street Lights  and Town V ehic les .
• C ontinuing energy audits  that have already been completed for a number of town buildings  that have shown we can
reduce our energy use and save money.
•  C hanging  out  energy  intens ive  high  pressure  sodium  town-owned  s treet  lights  with  LED  fixtures  that  will  cut
Greenhouse Gas  Emiss ions  from s treet lights , saving more than $200,000 annually.
• Right-s izing the Town's  fleet and replac ing aging, ineffic ient vehic les  to reduce Greenhouse Gas  emiss ions  through
a reduc tion in foss il fuel consumption.
• A dopting new MPG minimum s tandards  for new vehic le purchases . A lready this  year, the Town has  ordered 7  hybrid
vehic les  that are 32%  more fuel effic ient than the vehic les  they will  replace and will collec tively save an es timated
4,100 gallons  of gas  each year.
• Expanding the use of alternative fuels : bio-diesel, compressed natural gas , E -85, hybrids  and elec tric  vehic les .
• Exploring the feas ibility of cons truc ting a "mic rogrid."

He  also  noted  that  the  Town has  adopted  wind, solar and  geothermal  codes  to  promote  renewable  energy  and  is
currently working with the C ounty on a code for commerc ial or large solar ins tallations .

Environmental P rotec tionA  longtime advocate for the environmental, Supervisor Romaine dec lared that the Town will
continue efforts  to protec t and preserve our s treams, waterways  and groundwater. He noted the recent c lean-up of
the northern end of Swan River in Eas t P atchogue and the cons truc tion of the new Swan River P reserve on property
where a vacant and blighted auto dealership once scarred the landscape.

P reserving open space has  been a priority of Supervisor Romaine's  adminis tration, and he indicated that in 2014  the
Town purchased 137 ac res  of open space and entered into an agreement to acquire an additional 399 ac res .

Other environmental initiatives mentioned in the Supervisor's address include:
• The recent adoption of tougher sanitary discharge s tandards  to protec t our ground and surface waters .
• The Town's  success ful launch of Single Stream Recyc ling, which helped to inc rease recyc ling by 22.4%.
•  A  call  for  the  New York  State  DEC  to  regulate  commerc ial  mulching  fac ilities  that  that  generate  numerous
complaints  from res idents  c iting  smell, noise, uns ightly  conditions , airborne  pathogens , mold, spores , and  other
nuisance is sues .
• A  continued c rack down on illegal s igns  in Town right-of-ways , noting that over 15 ,000 were removed in 2014.
• Support for the proposed revis ions  to New York State's  Solid Waste Management Fac ilities  Regulations , P art 360,
firs t  drafted in 2012. In a  letter to  State  Legis lators , the  Supervisor urged the  State  to  take  immediate  ac tion on
these regulations  as  the health, safety and welfare of the Town res idents  are being affec ted.

The  Supervisor  also  thanked  the  res idents  who  partic ipate  in  the  Great  Brookhaven  C lean-up, as  well  as  other
environmental related events  throughout the Town.

Improving Q uality  of Life  in the C ommunityA s  a result  of the Great Recess ion, thousands  of homes  in Brookhaven
Town have  been left  vacant  and abandoned. In 2014, the  Town Board voted Supervisor Romaine's  V acant  House
Regis try  into  law and nearly  1000  s truc tures  are  now regis tered. The  Town also  adopted the  Supervisor's  "Blight
Res toration C ode," requiring property owners  to maintain their properties  or face a summons . Houses  that are beyond
repair and are deemed s truc turally unsound will be demolished by the Town at the owner's  expense. In 2014, many
s truc tures  were demolished, inc luding a number of those on the Supervisor's  "Dirty Dozen" lis t.

Supervisor  Romaine  acknowledged  res idents  for  their  diligence  in  the  fight  agains t  unsc rupulous  landlords  who
convert  s ingle  family  homes  into  illegal  rooming houses . He  promised that  the  Town will  not  s top until  houses  in
violation of our zoning  codes  are  shut  down. He  also  noted  the  Town's  efforts  to  ensure  that  taxpayer supported
Soc ial Services  hous ing meets  State Building C ode, guaranteeing decent hous ing for even our poores t res idents .

P lanning  for  the  FutureIn  his  address ,  the  Supervisor  said  "we  must  work  to  save  what  is  left  to  prevent



overdevelopment  and  traffic  conges tion,"  and  how  he  will  focus  on  long  range  planning  to  repurpose  vacant
commerc ial and indus trial properties  and promote livable, walkable communities  that will attrac t inves tment and new
res idents . He also s tressed the need for improving our infras truc ture and asked New York State to allot part of the
$5.5  to  $8  billion surplus  and "not  forget  Long Is land"  s ince  there  are  a  number of projec ts  that  need attention,
inc luding everything from potholes , repaving, s torm drain c leaning and the  Mount  Sinai  and P atchogue  jetties . He
also reprised his  recent call for the LIRR to elec trify on the three branches  that go through Brookhaven Town.

The Supervisor also reconfirmed his  support for the Federal  government's  pledge of $200  million for sewers  in the
Mastic  Shirley  area  and the  upgrade  and extens ion of the  P atchogue  V illage  sewer sys tem and believes  they  will
c reate jobs , improve our ground and surface water and spur economic  development.

Economic  DevelopmentNoting  that  a  s trong  economic  base  and  new jobs  are  c ritical  to  the  Town's  future, the
Supervisor recognized  the  Town's  Indus trial  Development  A gency, Local  Development  C orporation and Economic
Development Department who helped many bus inesses  to expand or relocate in Brookhaven Town.

 A partial list of  some of  these Economic Development projects include:
• Bris tal A ss is ted Living in Lake Grove
• Suffolk T ransportation Hub in C oram
• P econic  Bay Medical C enter in Manorville
• Mather Memorial Hospital expans ion
• LA  Fitness  in P ort Jefferson Station
• P allets -R-Us  in Bellport
• Ronkonkoma Hub P rojec t
• Meadows  at Yaphank
• Wincoram M ixed Use Development in C oram
• A mneal P harmaceuticals  in Yaphank

Finally, the Supervisor called for Stony Brook Univers ity to help bear some of the burden for fire protec tion. C urrently,
the Stony Brook and Eas t Setauket volunteer fire departments  provide protec tion but receive no tax revenue. He will
work with the Board of Regents  and propose a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes  (P ILO T) to give relief to the local taxpayers .

In c los ing, Supervisor Romaine said that while the challenges  are many, "the Town Board is  united and determined to
succeed" and he re-affirmed that the s tate of the town is  "good and improving."

Read Supervisor Romaine's State of the Town address.

Division of  Public Information * Off ice of  the Supervisor
O ne Independence H ill • Farmingville • NY  11738 • P hone 631-451-6595


